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Ecosystem Culminating Project 
 
After watching the incredible documentary, Echo, An Elephant to Remember on PBS Nature, you will be 
retelling her story using all that we learned about how animals are affect by, and influence their 
environment.  You will be making a book that focuses on the various aspects of an ecosystem that we 
studied.  Use the guide below to create your book.  Be sure to include the required information on each 
page.  The last set of pages include a variety of options.  
 
When you create your book, be sure to include the information in both text and pictures.  Your book 
should include color.  The space on each page can be used however you feel is best to explain the 
information.  The point value for each page is listed below.  These points are awarded for including the 
necessary information and for accuracy.  Three points in each section can be earned for the effort and 
creativity in the presentation of the information on the page. 
 
 
 



Pages 1-2  (10 points)  Introduce Echo by describing the following about Echo: 
Species? 
Where does she live?  Biome?  Her family? 
How she got her name?  Why/how are they studying her? 

 
Pages 3-4  (10 points)   Biotic and Abiotic Factors 

Describe the biotic and abiotic factors in Echo’s habitat.  
Be sure to identify which ones are biotic and which ones are abiotic. 
How is Echo’s life impacted by the water cycle? 
 

Pages 5-6  (13 points)   Transfer of energy/food web 
Draw the food web that includes Echo and her family.  
Include as many organisms as you are able to identify in the movie. 
Identify each as producer, consumer, decomposer. 
 

Pages 7-8  (10 points)   Limiting Factors and Population 
What is the current trend in population among Echo and her species? 
Describe the reproductive potential for Echo and her species. 
Which of the following are limiting factors for Echo and her species?  

                Describe how: 
Predation? 
Resources? 
Seasons? 
Reproductive Environment? 

 
Pages 9-10  (17 points)   Expanded view: Choose one of the following extension activities: 

● Choose another species in the same ecosystem and describe the various specific factors 
as you did for Echo in the previous pages. 

● Do additional research about Echo’s species and explain what the current situation is 
related to their population, efforts to protect, the current health of the biome, current 
threats, etc. 

● Compare and contrast Echo and her journey with another species that you know about 
from another biome.  What similar difficulties do they face?  Do they have any limiting 
factors in common?  Do they have a similar role in the food web?  Is the population of 
their species a concern?  Etc. 

● Research animals and emotion.  What animals have been found to show emotion and 
how?  Do scientists believe that animals are able to show emotion?  Do you agree? How 
do you define emotion?  In what ways did Echo and her family show emotion?  How do 
animal emotions and human emotions differ? 


